Buckingham Edible Woodland              RISK ASSESSMENT
	Task & Hazard
	Maximum Consequences
	Persons
	Likelihood
	Risk Level
	Control Measures

	Use of hand tools:

Old & faulty tools
	Minor injury
	Group & volunteers
	Unlikely
	Low
	Conduct pre-use inspection, use own tools.

	Incorrect use
	Minor injury
	Volunteers
	Possible
	Medium
	Ensure volunteers have instruction prior to use. 

Wear appropriate PPE including gloves, long sleeves and/or long trousers. Ensure person who is skilled in gardening is present.

	Working, bending over
	Moderate injury
	Volunteers
	Possible
	High
	Ensure volunteers know how to work gardening for long periods of time.

	Working, trip hazard
	Minor injury
	Group, Volunteers, Public
	Possible
	Medium
	Ensure tools are left on the ground safely, and taken home after use. Verbally warn volunteers.

	Falling branches, trees.
	Major
	Group & volunteers
	Unlikely
	Medium
	Visual inspection of willow branches after windy conditions. Periodic inspection. Inform council if problem exists. 

	Inappropriate conduct towards children
	Wellbeing, major
	Group & volunteers
	Unlikely
	Medium
	Children are not allowed to work on site unless the express permission and supervision of their parents.

School trips under teacher control at all times.

	
	Wellbeing, major
	Public
	Unlikely
	Medium
	Area currently public parkland, ensure open visibility around the garden

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Outside work – exposure to weather
	Sunburn, heatstroke, Minor
	Volunteers
	Likely
	Medium
	Wear suitable clothing, broad brimmed hat and sunscreen

Drink adequate fluids to stay hydrated

Consider starting and finishing earlier in hot weather to avoid the hottest part of the day

Take breaks when required

Rotate tasks to shaded areas 

	Working near water, drowning
	Major
	Volunteers, public
	Unlikely
	Medium
	Ensure volunteers are aware of water in the scrape, and the location of the river.

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Unusual working or special project (power tools, chemicals, heavy equipment)
	Major
	Group, volunteers and public
	Unlikely
	Medium
	Any work that is not in the normal routine of the garden must be assessed separately and in consultation with a skilled practitioner. Contact a member of the group for further advice.

	
	
	
	
	
	


(Adapted from Raymond Terrace Community Garden Risk Assessment)
Risk Assessment Matrix

For use with the Risk management guide
The purpose of the risk assessment is for the group to think of the potential risks to other group members, unskilled volunteers, and the general public.

1. Consider what can go wrong.

2. Determine how bad the outcome could be – consequence

3. Determine how likely it is to happen – likelihood

4. Calculate the risk level
Three types of persons have been identified:

Group – members of the woodland group, that have gardening experience and knowledge of risks.

Volunteers – persons who may be permitted to assist in the working of the woodland, but may not have gardening experience or skills.

Public – anyone who uses the park.
Consequence: What harm could happen as a result of the identified risk?

	Descriptor
	Examples

	Insignificant
	Injuries not requiring first aid

	Minor
	First aid required

	Moderate
	Medical treatment required

	Major
	Hospital admission, disability or death


Likelihood: What is the likelihood of the determined consequence occurring?

	Descriptor
	Examples

	Almost certain
	Is expected to occur in most circumstances

	Likely
	Will probably occur in most circumstances

	Possible
	Could occur at some time

	Unlikely
	Not likely to occur in normal circumstances


Risk levels matrix
	Likelihood
	Consequences

	
	Insignificant
	Minor
	Moderate
	Major
	Severe

	Unlikely
	Low
	Low
	Medium
	Medium
	High

	Possible
	Low
	Medium
	High
	High
	Very high

	Likely
	Medium
	Medium
	High
	High
	Very high

	Almost certain
	Medium
	High
	High
	Very high
	Very high


Recommended action

Very high: Act immediately to lower the risk level to as low as reasonably practicable.

High: Constantly observe and identify when the activity may occur.

Medium: Periodically review.
Low: Be aware.

· In the event of an emergency, either contact the council or dial 999.

· First aid supplies and advice: Tesco pharmacy, London road.

· The council are responsible for the existing willow, mature trees, and the general parkland. Please contact Ian Hopcroft, AVDC 01296-585858. Or Gareth Bird, AVDC 01296-585228

· The Transition group is responsible for the area of the edible woodland, identified by new planting.

Ultimately, it is down to knowledgeable common sense when and how to act, irrespective of anything in this document. Following this document does not ensure safety, unless it is combined with thought and skill on how to act. If you have any questions or unsure, please contact John Mortimer on 07772 285982.

Taken from Griffith University Health and Safety Risk Assessment Process
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